
Richfield Township Zoning Commission 

March 11, 2021 

Regular Meeting 

 

To meet requirements of Ohio HB 197 and 404 to prevent the spread of COVID-19, the regular meeting 

was held remotely via the MS Teams meeting software and was opened at 6:37 p.m. on March 11, 2021 

with the following in attendance: 

  

Mark Totten 

Harold Gaar 

Patti Dorsett 

Dwayne Gentner 

 

Chris Sivak was not in attendance. Township administrator Mindy Remec and zoning inspector Laurie 

Pinney attended the meeting. There were six other attendees.  

 

The floor was opened to nominations for 2021 Vice Chairperson.  Ms. Dorset nominated Mr. Gentner.  

Having no other nominations, a motion was made by Ms. Dorsett and seconded by Mr. Gaar to appoint 

Mr. Gentner as Vice Chairperson for the remainder of 2021.  The motion passed by unanimous approval 

of those in attendance, with an abstention by Mr. Gentner. 

 

The floor was then opened to nominations for 2021 Chairperson.  Mr. Gentner nominated Mr. Totten, 

who declined the nomination.  Mr. Totten then nominated Ms. Dorsett.  Having no other nominations, a 

motion was made by Mr. Totten and seconded by Mr. Gentner to appoint Ms. Dorsett as Chairperson for 

the remainder of 2021.  The motion passed by unanimous approval of those in attendance. 

 

The discussion moved on to new business and Mr. Gentner opened the discussion of proposed text 

amendments to sound requirements and definition for activity he had emailed to include in the March 

11, 2021 meeting packet shared with the other members prior to the meeting. There was discussion 

between the commission members about the proposed sound requirements and Mr. Gaar stated he would 

only support the proposed text amendment if the cost for a sound study is borne by Richfield Township. 

A motion was made by Mr. Gentner and seconded by Mr. Totten to initiate modifications to sound 

requirements as proposed in the document in the March 11, 2021 meeting packet folder with the change 

that Richfield Township would bear the cost of the required sound study instead of the cost being borne 

by the property owner. The motion passed by unanimous approval of those in attendance. 

 

The discussion of a definition for activity was opened.  Mr. Gentner had emailed a proposed text 

amendment that was included in the March 11, 2021 meeting packet and shared with the other members 

prior to the meeting.  Mr. Gaar stated he would support the proposed amendment if ‘contractor’ was 

added to the definition of ‘persons’. The floor was opened to attendees for discussion and there were 

comments from six residents and discussion by commission members.  A motion was made by Mr. 

Gentner and seconded by Ms. Dorsett to initiate modifications to the activity definition as proposed in 

the document in the March 11, 2021 meeting packet folder with the change to add contractor to the list 

defining persons.  The motion passed by unanimous approval of those in attendance.  

 



Mr. Totten made an announcement that he is resigning his zoning commission position, effective at the 

end of the current meeting.  Mr. Gaar also made an announcement that he is resigning his zoning 

commission position effective at the end of the current meeting.  Ms. Dorsett accepted both resignations 

as Chairperson.   

 

The members then turned to approval of minutes and a motion was made by Mr. Totten and seconded by 

Ms. Dorsett to accept the minutes of the December 10, 2020 meeting as written.  The motion passed 

with unanimous approval of those in attendance. 

 

Under agenda requests, Mr. Gentner asked about receiving trustee feedback on the proposed 

amendments and Ms. Pinney outlined the review process and at what stage each body is likely to offer 

input. 

 

Having no other business, a motion was made by Mr. Gentner and seconded by Mr. Totten to adjourn at 

8:16 p.m. The motion received unanimous approval of those in attendance. 

 

 

 

 

Chairperson_________________________   Secretary _________________________ 


